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RETAILER MAGNOLIA AUDIO VIDEO AND ReadyToPlay SIGN 

AGREEMENT FOR IN-STORE AND ONLINE CD RIPPING SERVICE 

 
Point-of-Sale Promotions of ReadyToPlay Services Planned For 20 Stores 
 
 
PALO ALTO, June 1, 2005  --  Magnolia Audio Video, the upscale consumer 

electronics retailer and a subsidiary of Best Buy, has signed a marketing 

agreement with ReadyToPlay, a digital music services company based here, 

allowing for exclusive in-store and point-of-sale promotion of ReadyToPlay’s CD 

ripping services to all Magnolia retail customers.  Magnolia has 20 free-standing 

retail locations in Washington, Oregon, and California.  The program will reach 

stores later this month. 

 “Magnolia clearly recognizes that ripping services help sell digital music 

products and drives overall customer satisfaction with those products.  This is a 

significant step forward for ReadyToPlay and Magnolia,” said Jeff Tedesco, CEO 

and founder ReadyToPlay. “The agreement significantly increases the number of 

retail locations promoting ReadyToPlay services and magnifies our services at 

the point of sale.  Magnolia has the prestige and credibility that high end 
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audiophiles want.  We are flattered that Magnolia chose ReadyToPlay.  It’s just 

tremendous.”  

 “ReadyToPlay has the type of service offering so important in helping our 

customers install and use their digital music products purchased at Magnolia. 

Their service and quality standards compliment the premier products that 

Magnolia offers its customers,” said Al Conrad, vice president of merchandising 

for Magnolia Audio Video. 

CD conversion services such as ReadyToPlay convert the music on CDs 

to the file formats used by new digital music players and devices.  They also load 

the converted files onto players or home music servers for the consumer.  The 

ReadyToPlay service includes an exclusive process called DataGroom™, which 

repairs errors in the album, artist, track information so that consumers can search 

and retrieve their music more easily - a critical step for owners of large music 

collections.   

The Magnolia-ReadyToPlay agreement provides for placement of in-store 

displays and insertion of ReadyToPlay literature with digital music product 

purchases.  Magnolia customers who utilize the ReadyToPlay service will be 

eligible for an introductory offer giving them a significant savings on the 

conversion of their CD collections. 
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Company Information 

ReadyToPlay, Inc. is a privately held company based in Palo Alto, Calif., that 

provides digital music services including CD conversion, audio server and 

portable digital audio device loading, and disaster recovery assistance.  

ReadyToPlay offers these services to customers through retail outlets such as 

Cambridge Soundworks, home audio server manufacturers such as Elan and 

AudioRequest, and music system makers such as Sonos.  ReadyToPlay also 

has partnerships in Europe through Rip Factory, a United Kingdom based 

company.  The company is on the web at www.readytoplay.com. 

 
 
DataGroom is a trademark of ReadyToPlay 
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